
 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security                                                       Information about Credible Fear Interview 

Purpose of this notice 

The purpose of this notice is to explain what will happen while you are in detention, what rights you have, and what may 
happen to you as a result of statements you make. It is important that you understand your rights and what will happen. 
PLEASE READ THIS NOTICE CAREFULLY. 

You have been detained because the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) believes that you may not have the 
right to stay in the United States. You have indicated an intention to apply for asylum or a fear of persecution or return to 
your country. You will be interviewed by a specially-trained asylum officer to determine if you have a "credible fear of 
persecution." You will be detained until that interview takes place. If the DHS finds that you have a credible fear of 
persecution, you may or may not be released. 

Right to consult with other persons 

Normally, the interview will not take place sooner than 48 hours after you arrive at the detention facility. You may use this 
time to rest and consult with family members, friends, or other representatives. In unusual circumstances, you may be given 
additional time to contact someone. If you need this additional time, you should inform a DHS officer. You may request that 
the interview take place sooner if you are prepared to discuss your fears or claim immediately. 

You may consult with a person or persons of your choosing, provided that such consultation is at no expense to the 
government and does not delay the process. A person of your choice can be present with you at your interview. A list of 
representatives who may be able to speak to you free of charge is attached to this notice. You may use the telephone while 
you are in detention to call a representative, friend or family member in the United States, collect or at your own expense. 

  If you wish to call someone, you should inform an DHS officer for assistance. You also may contact the United States Office 
   of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, at (202) 296-5 19 1 from 9:00 a.m - 5:00 p.m. (eastern standard time),         
   Monday thru Friday. 

Description of credible fear interview 

The purpose of the credible fear interview is to determine whether you might be eligible to apply for asylum before an 
immigration judge. This interview is not your formal asylum hearing. It is only to help us determine whether there is a 
significant possibility that you may qualify as a refugee. 

At your interview, you will have the opportunity to explain to the asylum officer why you think you should not be returned 
to your home country. If you want to apply for asylum in the United States, or think you will be harmed, persecuted or 
tortured if you return to your home country, you must show an asylum officer that you have a credible fear of being harmed 
or persecuted because of your race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular social group or political opinion, or that 
it is likely that you will be tortured. 

If the officer determines that you have a credible fear or persecution or that you might face torture if you are returned to your 
home country, you may be eligible to remain in the United States. 

It is very important that you tell the officer all the reasons why you have concerns about returning to your home country or 
are afraid to return to your home country. There are regulations protecting the confidentiality of asylum claims. 

It is also very important that you tell the truth during your interview. Although the purpose of this interview is not to gather 
evidence against you, failure to tell the truth could be used against you in this or any future immigration proceeding. 
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Need for interpreter or special consideration 

If you do not speak English well or if you prefer to be interviewed in your own language, DHS will provide an interpreter for 
the interview. The interpreter has been told to keep the information you discuss confidential. If the interpreter is not 
translating correctly or you don't feel comfortable with the interpreter, you may request another interpreter. The officer will 
take written notes. 

If you will need to tell the asylum officer information that is very personal and very difficult to talk about, you may request 
a female officer and female interpreter, or a male officer and male interpreter. The DHS will provide them if they are 
available. You will also have the opportunity to speak with the asylum officer separately from your family if you so desire. 

Consequences of failure to establish credible fear and review of determination 

If the asylum officer determines that you do not have a credible fear of persecution, you may request to have that decision 
reviewed by an immigration judge. The immigration judge's review will be in person or by telephone or video connection. 
The review will happen as soon as possible, to the maximum extent practicable within 24 hours, but in no case later than 7 
days from the date of the asylum officer's decision. You may consult with a person or person of your choosing before the 
review by the immigration judge, provided it does not cause unreasonable delay. You will be given a copy of the asylum 
officer's record of determination to examine prior to the review by the immigration judge. If any of the information is 
incorrect, you should notify the immigration judge. The immigration judge may decide that you do have a credible fear and 
that you are eligible for a full asylum hearing before an immigration judge. If you are ordered removed, you may be barred 
from reentry to the United States for a period of 5 years or longer. 

Interpreter Certification 

I ( name of interpreter) certify that I am fluent in both the 
and English languages, that I interpreted the above information from English to completely and 
accurately, and that the recipient understood my interpretation. 

Signature of interpreter 

Date 

Alien Acknowledgment of Receipt 

I acknowledge that I have been given notice concerning my credible fear interview. I understand that I may consult with a person 
or persons of my choosing prior to the interview as long as it does not unreasonably delay the process and is at no expense to the 
Government. 

Alien's signature 

Date 
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